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 1 
    2 

 3 
PROGRAMMES AND AWARDS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (PAEC) 4 

 5 
Thursday 25 April at 10am 6 

 7 
via Microsoft Teams 8 

 9 
 10 
 11 
 12 
Note of the 71st meeting of the QQI Programmes and Awards Executive Committee held via Microsoft Teams, at 10am 13 
on 25 April 2024.  14 
 15 
 16 
Present:      In attendance: 17 
Dr Padraig Walsh (Chairperson)    Ms Therese Masterson  18 
Ms Andrea Durnin      Mr Walter Balfe 19 
Ms Barbara Kelly     Ms Laura McNamee 20 
Dr Jim Murray      Ms Michelle Gallagher 21 
Dr John O’Connor     Ms Yvonne Agnew 22 
Ms Mary Grennan     Ms Katherine Walsh 23 
Ms Órla Barry  Ms Naomi Oldenburg 24 
 25 
 26 
 27 
The Chairperson informed the Team that this was John O’Connor’s final meeting as a member of the Committee.  He 28 
thanked John for the significant contribution that he had made to Committee over several years. 29 
         30 
 31 
1. APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND POTENTIAL CONFLICTS OF INTEREST 32 
 33 

The Chairperson enquired and confirmed that there were no conflicts of interest in relation to any of the items of 34 
business before the Committee.   35 

 36 
 37 
2. MINUTES OF MEETING OF 7 FEBRUARY 2023 38 
 39 

2.1 The Minutes of the PAEC Meeting held on 7 February 2024 were approved by the Committee. 40 
 41 
 42 
3. MATTERS ARISING  43 
 44 

Any matters arising were covered within agenda items and were discussed during the meeting. 45 
 46 
 47 
4. NOTE OF THE MEETING, REPORT FOR THE BOARD, TERMS OF REFERENCE 48 
 49 

4.1 Note of Meeting of 7 February 2024 50 
 51 
The Committee APPROVED the Note of the PAEC Meeting of 7 February 2024 for publication on the QQI 52 
website. 53 

 54 
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4.2 Report for the Board on the PAEC meeting of 7 February 2024 55 
 56 

The Committee NOTED the Report for the Board on the PAEC Meeting of 7 February 2024. 57 
 58 

4.3 PAEC Terms of Reference 59 
 60 
The Committee NOTED the revised Terms of Reference approved by the Board at its meeting on 20 February 61 
2024. 62 
  63 
 64 

5. PROGRAMME VALIDATION APPLICATIONS 65 
 66 

5.1  Further Education and Training (FET) Programmes 67 
 68 

5.1.1 Barrow Consultancy and Training Ltd 69 
 70 
The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated and the detailed report presented.  The 71 
Committee APPROVED the validation of the programmes below for five years subject to any special 72 
conditions of validation, and all the conditions from the current validation policy listed in the 73 
proposed Certificate of Validation: 74 

 75 
5.1.1.1 PG25362, Advanced Certificate in Early Learning and Care, Level 6, Major Award, 120 FET Credits, 76 

non-CAS 77 
PG25363, Level 5 Certificate in Early Learning and Care, Level 5, Major Award, 120 FET Credits, 78 
non-CAS 79 
 80 

 81 
5.1.2 Children’s Therapy Centre  82 
 83 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated and the detailed reports presented. The 84 
Committee APPROVED the validation of the programmes below for five years subject to any special 85 
conditions of validation, and all the conditions from the current validation policy listed in the 86 
proposed Certificate of Validation: 87 
 88 
5.1.2.1 PG25584, Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in Play, Development, and the Early Years, 89 

Special Purpose Award, 30 FET Credits, non-CAS 90 
PG25606, Certificate in Play and Child Development, Level 6 Minor Award, 15 FET Credits non 91 
– CAS 92 
PG25607, Certificate in Play in the Early Years Environment, Level 6 Minor Award, 15 FET 93 
Credits non – CAS 94 

 95 
5.1.2.2 PG25579, Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in Therapeutic Play Practice, Special Purpose 96 

Award, 30 FET Credits, non-CAS 97 
PG25605, Certificate in Nature-Based Therapeutic Play, Level 6 Minor Award, 15 FET Credits  98 
non – CAS 99 
PG25614, Certificate in Play in Therapeutic Play Skills, Level 6 Minor Award, 15 FET Credits  100 
non – CAS 101 

  102 
 103 

5.1.3  A Named Provider  104 
 105 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated and the detailed report presented.  The 106 
Committee agreed with the recommendation to REFUSE the validation of one programme of the 107 
named provider. 108 
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The decision to refuse validation will be referred to the Programmes and Awards Oversight Committee 109 
(PAOC) for confirmation or referral back to the PAEC. 110 
 111 
 112 

5.1.4 Security Institute of Ireland 113 
 114 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated and the detailed report presented.  The 115 
Committee APPROVED the validation of the programme below for five years subject to any special 116 
conditions of validation, and all the conditions from the current validation policy listed in the 117 
proposed Certificate of Validation: 118 
 119 
5.1.4.1 PG25762, Enforcement Procedures, Level 4, Specific Purpose Award, 10 FET Credits  120 

CAS Award, Microcredential 121 
 122 

 123 
5.1.5 College of Management and IT 124 
 125 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated and the detailed report presented. The 126 
Committee APPROVED the validation of the programme below for five years subject to any special 127 
conditions of validation, and all the conditions from the current validation policy listed in the 128 
proposed Certificate of Validation: 129 
 130 
5.1.5.1 PG25671, Certificate in Child Developmental Psychology, Level 6, Minor Award, 20 FET Credits, 131 

non-CAS 132 
 133 
  134 

5.1.6 An Cosán 135 
 136 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated and the detailed report presented. The 137 
Committee APPROVED the validation of the programme below for five years subject to any special 138 
conditions of validation, and all the conditions from the current validation policy listed in the 139 
proposed Certificate of Validation: 140 

 141 
 5.1.6.1 PG25489, Care Skills, Level 5, Minor Award, 15 FET credits 142 

 143 
 144 

5.1.7 Cavan and Monaghan ETB 145 
 146 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated and the detailed reports presented. The 147 
Committee APPROVED the validation of the programmes below for five years subject to any special 148 
conditions of validation, and all the conditions from the current validation policy listed in the 149 
proposed Certificate of Validation: 150 

 151 
5.1.7.1 PG25677, Level 1 Specific Purpose Certificate in English for Speakers of Other Languages 1, 152 

Level 1, Special Purpose Award, 20 FET Credits, non-CAS  153 
 PG25678, Certificate in Speaking and Listening 1, Level 1, Minor Award, 10 FET Credits 154 

PG25679, Certificate in Writing 1, Level 1, Minor Award, 5 FET Credits 155 
PG25680, Certificate in Reading 1, Level 1, Minor Award, 5 FET Credits 156 

 157 
5.1.7.2 PG25681, Level 2 Specific Purpose Certificate in English for Speakers of Other Languages 2, 158 

Level 2, Special Purpose Award, 20 FET Credits, non-CAS  159 
 PG25682, Certificate in Speaking and Listening 2, Level 2, Minor Award, 10 FET Credits 160 

PG25683, Certificate in Writing 2, Level 2, Minor Award, 5 FET Credits 161 
PG25684, Certificate in Reading 2, Level 2, Minor Award, 5 FET Credits 162 
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 163 
 164 

5.1.8   Mayo, Sligo and Leitrim Education and Training Board  165 
 166 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated and the detailed report presented. The 167 
Committee APPROVED the validation of the programme below for five years subject to any special 168 
conditions of validation, and all the conditions from the current validation policy listed in the 169 
proposed Certificate of Validation: 170 

 171 
5.1.8.1  PG25561, Level 5 Specific Purpose Certificate in Wind Energy with Immersive Technologies, 172 

Level 5, Special Purpose Award, 5 FET Credits, non-CAS 173 
 174 
  175 

5.1.9 Waterford and Wexford Education and Training Board  176 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated and the detailed report presented. The 177 
Committee APPROVED the validation of the programme below for five years subject to any special 178 
conditions of validation, and all the conditions from the current validation policy listed in the 179 
proposed Certificate of Validation: 180 

 181 
5.1.9.1 PG25649, Level 5 Specific Purpose Certificate in Restorative Practice for Professionals, Level 182 

5, Special Purpose Award, 10 FET Credits, non-CAS 183 
 184 
 185 

5.1.10 Louth and Meath Education and Training Board  186 
 187 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated and the detailed report presented. The 188 
Committee APPROVED the validation of the programme below for five years subject to any special 189 
conditions of validation, and all the conditions from the current validation policy listed in the 190 
proposed Certificate of Validation: 191 

 192 
5.1.9.1 PG25737, Level 4 Specific Purpose Certificate in Barista Skills, Level 4, Special Purpose Award, 193 

10 FET Credits, non-CAS 194 
 195 
 196 

5.2 Further Education and Training (FET) Programmes – Differential Validation  197 
 198 

5.2.1 The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated 1.  As per the agreed procedure to facilitate 199 
differential validation of ETB programmes based on a shared curriculum, the programmes listed below 200 
were presented for validation to lead to the Level 5 Specific Purpose Certificate in Digital Assisted Eco 201 
Driving.  The programmes are based on a curriculum originally validated for Waterford and Wexford, 202 
and Mayo, Kilkenny and Carlow, Sligo and Leitrim ETBs in April 2021.  Each was screened to ensure that 203 
there was only variation from that curriculum in provider-specific aspects. 204 

 205 
Level 5 Specific Purpose Certificate in Digital Assisted Eco Driving, Special Purpose Award (10 FET 206 
credits) 207 
 208 
The Committee APPROVED the validation of the following programmes: 209 
 210 

• Tipperary Education and Training Board PG25721 211 

• Louth and Meath Education and Training Board PG25770 212 

• Laois and Offaly Education and Training Board PG25772 213 

 214 
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5.2.2 The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.  As per the agreed procedure to facilitate 215 
differential validation of ETB programmes based on a shared curriculum, the programme listed below 216 
was presented for validation to lead to the Level 5 Specific Purpose Certificate in Digital Assisted Eco 217 
Driving (Coach & Bus). The programmes are based on a curriculum originally validated for Waterford 218 
and Wexford, and Mayo, Kilkenny and Carlow, Sligo and Leitrim ETBs in June 2022.  Each was screened 219 
to ensure that there is only variation from that curriculum in provider-specific aspects. 220 
 221 
Level 5 Specific Purpose Certificate in Digital Assisted Eco Driving (Coach & Bus), Special Purpose 222 
Award (10 FET Credits) 223 

 224 
The Committee APPROVED the validation of the following programmes: 225 
 226 

• Tipperary Education and Training Board PG25738 227 

• Louth and Meath Education and Training Board PG25753 228 

 229 
5.2.3 The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.  As per the agreed procedure to facilitate 230 

differential validation of ETB programmes based on a shared curriculum, the programme listed below 231 
was presented for validation to lead to Level 5 Specific Purpose Certificate in Sustainable Supply Chain 232 
Procurement.  The programme is based on a curriculum originally validated for Cavan and Monaghan 233 
ETB in July 2023.  It was screened to ensure that there is only variation from that curriculum in 234 
provider-specific aspects. 235 

 236 
Level 5 Specific Purpose Certificate in Sustainable Supply Chain Procurement, Level 5, Special 237 
Purpose Award, 5 FET Credits, non-CAS 238 

 239 
The Committee APPROVED the validation of the following programmes: 240 
 241 

• Louth and Meath Education and Training Board PG25758 242 

• Laois and Offaly Education and Training Board PG25775 243 

• Kerry Education and Training Board PG25646 244 

• Kilkenny and Carlow Education and Training Board PG25848 245 

 246 
5.2.4  The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.  As per the agreed procedure to facilitate 247 

differential validation of ETB programmes based on a shared curriculum, the programmes listed below 248 
was presented for validation to lead to Level 5 Specific Purpose Certificate in Lean Practice for 249 
Sustainable Business.   The programme is based on a curriculum originally validated for Limerick and 250 
Clare ETB in July 2023.  They were screened to ensure that there is only variation from that curriculum 251 
in provider-specific aspects. 252 

 253 
Level 5 Specific Purpose Certificate in Lean Practice for Sustainable Business, Level 5, Special Purpose 254 
Award, 15 FET Credits 255 
Certificate in Lean Principles for Sustainable Business, Level 5, Minor Award, 5 FET credits 256 
Certificate in Lean Tools for Sustainable Business, Level 5, Minor Award, 10 FET credits 257 

 258 
The Committee APPROVED the validation of the following programmes: 259 
 260 

▪ Louth and Meath Education and Training Board  PG25752, PG25756, PG25757 261 

▪ Kerry Education and Training Board PG25647, PG25669, PG25764 262 

▪ Laois and Offaly Education and Training Board PG25778, PG25776, PG25777 263 

▪ Longford and Westmeath Education and Training Board PG24910, PG24919, PG24920 264 

▪ Kilkenny and Carlow Education and Training Board  PG24907, 24909, 24913 265 
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▪ Cork Education and Training Board PG24903, PG24908, PG24911 266 

 267 
 268 

5.2.5 The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.  As per the agreed procedure to facilitate 269 
differential validation of ETB programmes based on a shared curriculum, the programmes listed below 270 
were presented for validation to lead to the Level 4 Specific Purpose Certificate in Cleaning Skills.  The 271 
programmes are based on a curriculum originally validated for validated for Cork ETB in April 2021. 272 
They were screened to ensure that there is only variation from the curriculum in provider-specific 273 
aspects. 274 
 275 
Level 4 Specific Purpose Certificate in Cleaning Skills, Level 4, Special Purpose Award, 10 FET Credits 276 

 277 
The Committee APPROVED the validation of the following programmes: 278 

 279 

• Laois and Offaly Education and Training Board PG25773 280 

 281 
5.2.6  The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.  As per the agreed procedure to facilitate 282 

differential validation of ETB programmes based on a shared curriculum, the programmes listed 283 
below were presented for validation to lead to Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in Mentorship 284 
Practice.  The programmes are based on a curriculum originally validated Mayo, Sligo and Leitrim ETB 285 
in December 2022.  They were screened to ensure that there is only variation from the curriculum in 286 
provider-specific aspects. 287 

 288 
Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in Mentorship Practice, Level 6, Special Purpose Award, 10 FET 289 
Credits 290 
 291 
The Committee APPROVED the validation of the following programme: 292 

 293 

• City of Dublin Education and Training Board PG25692 294 

 295 
 296 

5.2.7  The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.  As per the agreed procedure to facilitate 297 
differential validation of ETB programmes based on a shared curriculum, the programmes listed 298 
below were presented for validation to lead to the Level 3 Specific Purpose Certificate in Learning to 299 
Support Primary School Children.  The programmes are based on a curriculum originally validated 300 
Kilkenny and Carlow ETB in February 2023.  It was screened to ensure that there is only variation from 301 
the curriculum in provider-specific aspects. 302 

 303 
Level 3 Specific Purpose Certificate in Learning to Support Primary School Children, Level 3, Special 304 
Purpose Award, 25 FET credits 305 
Certificate in Supporting P/School Children: Learning, Minor Award (10 FET Credits) 306 
Certificate in Supporting P/School Children: Literacy, Minor Award (5 FET Credits)  307 
Certificate in Supporting P/School Children: Digital Lit, Minor Award (5 FET Credits)  308 
Certificate in Supporting P/School Children: Maths, Minor Award (5 FET Credits) 309 

 310 
The Committee APPROVED the validation of the following programmes: 311 

 312 

• Waterford and Wexford Education and Training Board PG25807, PG25808, PG25809, 313 
PG25810, PG25811 314 

 315 
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5.2.8 The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.  As per the agreed procedure to facilitate 316 
differential validation of ETB programmes based on a shared curriculum, the programmes listed below 317 
were presented for validation to lead to the Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in The Circular 318 
Economy in the Workplace.  The programme is based on a curriculum originally validated for Dublin 319 
and Dún Laoghaire ETB in April 2023.  It was screened to ensure that there is only variation from the 320 
curriculum in provider-specific aspects. 321 

 322 
  Level 6 Specific Purpose Certificate in The Circular Economy in the Workplace, Level 6, Special 323 

Purpose Award, 5 FET Credits 324 
 325 

The Committee APPROVED the validation of the following programme: 326 
 327 

• Kilkenny and Carlow Education and Training Board  PG25854 328 

 329 
5.3 Higher Education and Training Programmes – Programme Validation 330 

 331 
5.3.1 SQT Training Limited  332 

 333 
The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated and the detailed report presented. The 334 
Committee APPROVED the validation of the programme below for three years subject to any special 335 
conditions of validation, and all the conditions from the current validation policy listed in the 336 
proposed Certificate of Validation: 337 
 338 
5.3.1.1  PG25581, Certificate in Process Validation for Medical Device Manufacturing, Level 7, 339 

Special Purpose Award, 10 Credits – Microcredential 340 
 341 
 342 

5.3.2 Dublin Business School 343 
 344 
The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated and the detailed report presented. The 345 
Committee APPROVED the validation of the programme below for five years subject to any special 346 
conditions of validation, and all the conditions from the current validation policy listed in the 347 
proposed Certificate of Validation: 348 
 349 
5.3.2.1  PG25451, Master of Science in Trading and Investing, Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits 350 

PG25452, Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Trading and Investing, Level 9, Major Award, 351 
60 Credits (Exit Award) 352 

 353 
 354 

5.4 Devolution of Responsibility for Validation Sub-Processes 355 
 No Business 356 
 357 

5.5 Validation of Research Degree Programmes 358 
No Business 359 

 360 
5.6 Apprenticeship Programmes 361 

No Business 362 
 363 
 364 
6. REVALIDATION 365 
 366 

6.1 Application for Extension of Validation Period 367 
 368 



 

8 
 

6.1.1 Independent College 369 
  370 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.  Independent College requested a one-year 371 
extension of validation for the following programmes: 372 

 373 
6.1.1.1 PG24130, Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Marketing, Level 8, Major Award, 180 Credits 374 

 PG24131, Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Accounting and Finance, Level 8, Major Award,  180 375 
Credits 376 

 377 
The rationale for this request was as follows: 378 
  379 
Independent College wished to extend the duration of the above programmes by one year to align the 380 
review and revalidation with PG24339 Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Business Studies. 381 
 382 
The Committee APPROVED the request to extend the last intake date of the programme above to 383 
August 2025. 384 

 385 
 386 

6.1.2  The Open Training College 387 
 388 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated 1.  The Open Training College requested a one-389 
year extension of validation for the following programmes: 390 
 391 
6.1.2.1 PG24094, Bachelor of Arts in Social Care, Level 7, Major Award, 180 Credits to 31 August 2025 392 

PG24096, Higher Certificate in Arts in Social Care, Level 6, Major Award, 120 Credits (exit only)  393 
to 31 August 2025 394 
PG23919, Certificate in Applied Management (Human Services), Level 6, Minor Award, 60 395 
Credits to 31 August 2024 396 
PG23915, Certificate in Supported Employment, Level 7, Special Purpose Award, 20 Credits to 397 
31 August 2025 398 
PG24073, Certificate in Patient Safety Complaints Advocacy, Level 7, Special Purpose Award, 399 
20 Credits to 30 April 2025 400 

 401 
The rationale for this request was as follows: 402 
 403 
A first extension request for one year was being sought for PG24094, Bachelor of Arts in Social Care 404 
(Level 7) and the embedded (exit only) programme PG24096, Higher Certificate in Arts in Social Care 405 
(Level 6) to align the validation period with the upcoming CORU regulatory body re-approval process.  406 
 407 
A second extension request for one year is being sought for PG23919, Certificate in Applied 408 
Management (Human Services) (Level 6) as some proposed programmes have been submitted for 409 
microcredential validation based on modules from the principal programme.  410 
 411 
Similarly, a first extension request is being sought for PG24073, Certificate in Patient Safety Complaints 412 
Advocacy (Level 7) and a second extension request is being sought for PG23915, Certificate in 413 
Supported Employment (Level 7) with the strategic aim to validate these programmes through micro-414 
credential validation.  415 
 416 
The Committee APPROVED the request to extend the last intake date of the programmes as requested. 417 
 418 
 419 

 6.1.3 National College of Ireland (NCI) 420 
 421 
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The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.  NCI requested a one-year extension of 422 
validation for the following programmes: 423 

   424 
6.1.3.1 PG23405, Higher Diploma in Financial Services Analytics, Level 8, Major Award, 60 Credits 425 

(Apprenticeship) to 1 September 2024 426 
  PG24571, Certificate in Leadership, Governance and change Management in Early 427 

 Childhood Home Visiting, Level 7, Special Purpose Award, 10 Credits to 30 June 2025 428 
  PG24572, Certificate in Curriculum and Pedagogical Practice for Early Childhood Home 429 

 Visiting, Level 6, Special Purpose Award, 20 Credits 30 June 2025 430 
 431 
The rationale for this request was as follows: 432 
   433 
NCI wished to extend the duration of the PG23405 Higher Diploma in Financial Services Analytics 434 
(Apprenticeship) by one year to allow time to review emerging needs of the sector for skills 435 
development in the financial services technology area, informed by employer feedback and the June 436 
2022 report entitled ‘Financial Services in Ireland – Skills for the Future’. NCI are in discussions with the 437 
financial services Consortium Steering Group (CSG) to consider the current programme duration, 438 
structure, curriculum content and ECT credit weighting for the programme.  439 
 440 
NCI, wish to extend the duration of PG24571, Certificate in Leadership, Governance and Change 441 
Management in Early Childhood Home Visiting and PG24572, Certificate in Curriculum and Pedagogical 442 
Practice for Early Childhood Home Visiting to align enrolment with the parent programme, PG24368 BA 443 
(Hons) in Early Childhood Education and Care which has its last intake in September 2024. NCI are 444 
currently preparing this programme for revalidation with the intention of a new intake in September 445 
2025 and intends seeking validation of these two special purpose awards as embedded minor awards 446 
within the newly revalidated PG24368 BA (Hons) in Early Childhood Education and Care.  447 
 448 
The Committee APPROVED the request to extend the last intake date of the programmes as requested. 449 

 450 
 451 

6.1.4 Irish Payroll Association (IPASS) 452 
 453 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.  Irish Payroll Association requested a one-year 454 
extension of validation for the following programme: 455 

   456 
6.1.4.1 PG24080, Certificate in Payroll Techniques, Level 6, Special Purpose Award, 10 Credits 457 
 458 
The rationale for this request was as follows:  459 
  460 

  IPASS indicated that, as it was recently acquired by the Bright Group (December 2023), IPASS 461 
staff were significantly occupied in the lead-up to the acquisition. An extension of one year on this 462 
programme would allow the new owners time to become more familiar with the business and make 463 
a more considered decision on future programme plans. 464 

 465 
The Committee APPROVED the request to extend the last intake date of the programmes to August 466 
2025. 467 
 468 
 469 

 6.1.5 Education and Training Boards – Shared Curriculum 470 
 471 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.  ETBs requested a one-year extension of 472 
validation for the following programmes: 473 

   474 
6.1.5.1 Mayo, Sligo and Leitrim Education and Training Board  475 



 

10 
 

PG24118, Advanced Certificate in Agriculture, Major Award, Level 6, 120 FET Credits 476 
PG24117, Certificate in Agriculture, Major Award, Level 5, 120 FET Credits 477 
PG24119, Certificate in Farming, Major Award, Level 6, 50 FET Credits 478 

 479 
Waterford and Wexford Education and Training Board  480 
PG24121, Advanced Certificate in Agriculture, Major Award, Level 6, 120 FET Credits 481 
PG24120, Certificate in Agriculture, Major Award, Level 5, 120 FET Credits 482 
PG24122, Certificate in Farming, Major Award, Level 6, 50 FET Credits 483 

 484 
Galway and Roscommon Education and Training Board  485 
PG24126, Advanced Certificate in Agriculture, Major Award, Level 6, 120 FET Credits 486 
PG24124, Certificate in Agriculture, Major Award, Level 5, 120 FET Credits 487 
PG24125, Certificate in Farming, Major Award, Level 6, 50 FET Credits 488 

 489 
  The rationale for this request was as follows:  490 
  491 

MSLETB, WWETB and GRTEB requested an extension for the programmes until September 2025 to 492 

avoid conflicting with QQI's Outline Action Plan for Review and Renewal of QQI Common Award 493 

Standards, which includes the Agriculture Awards Standards. 494 
 495 
The Committee APPROVED the request to extend the last intake date of the programmes to September 496 
2025. 497 
 498 
 499 

6.1.6 Dublin Business School 500 
 501 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.  DBS requested a one-year extension of 502 
validation for the following programmes: 503 

   504 
6.1.6.1  PG24188, Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Counselling and Psychotherapy, Level 8, Major Award, 505 

240 Credits 506 
 PG24190, Higher Certificate in Arts in Applied Social Studies, Level 6, Major Award, 120 507 
Credits (Exit Award) 508 

 509 
 PG24185, Higher Diploma in Arts in Counselling and Psychotherapy, Level 8, Major Award, 60 510 
Credits 511 

 512 
PG24189, Master of Arts in Psychotherapy Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits 513 

 514 
PG24237, Master of Business Administration, Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits 515 
PG24549, Master of Business Administration, Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits (Germany) 516 
 517 

PG24238, Postgraduate Diploma in Business, Level 9, Major Award, 60 Credits (Exit Award) 518 
PG24550, Postgraduate Diploma in Business, Level 9, Major Award, 60 Credits (Exit Award) 519 
(Germany) 520 
 521 

PG24225, Master of Science in Management Practice, Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits 522 
PG24226, Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Management Practice, Level 9, Major Award, 60 523 
Credits (Exit Award) 524 
 525 

PG24224, Higher Diploma in Science in Computing, Level 8, Major Award, 60 Credits 526 
PG24230, Certificate in Information Technology, Level 8, Minor Award, 15 Credits (Exit Award) 527 
 528 
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PG24222, Master of Science in Information Systems with Computing, Level 9, Major Award, 90 529 
Credits 530 
PG24223, Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Information Systems with Computing, Level 9, 531 
Major Award, 60 Credits (Exit Award) 532 
 533 

PG24239, Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Business, Level 8, Major Award, 180 Credits 534 
PG24869, Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Business, Level 8, Major Award, 180 Credits 535 
PG24551, Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Business, Level 8, Major Award, 180 Credits (Germany) 536 
 537 

PG24066, Master of Arts in Addiction Studies, Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits 538 
PG24067, Postgraduate Diploma in Arts in Addiction Studies, Level 9, Major Award, 60 Credits 539 
(Exit Award) 540 
 541 

PG24183, Master of Science in International Accounting and Finance, Level 9, Major Award, 90 542 
Credits 543 
PG24184, Postgraduate Diploma in Science in International Accounting and Finance, Level 9, 544 
Major Award, 60 Credits (Exit Award) 545 

 546 
PG24049, Master of Science in Business Analytics, Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits 547 
PG24864, Master of Science in Business Analytics, Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits (Czech 548 
Republic) 549 

 550 
PG24050, Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Business Analytics, Level 9, Major Award, 60 551 
Credits (Exit Award) 552 
PG24866, Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Business Analytics, Level 9, Major Award, 60 553 
Credits (Exit Award) (Czech Republic) 554 

 555 
PG24214, Master of Science in Information and Library Management, Level 9, Major Award, 90 556 
Credits 557 
PG24215, Postgraduate Diploma in Science in in Information and Library Management, Level 9, 558 
Major Award, 60 Credits (Exit Award) 559 
 560 

The rationale for this request was as follows:  561 
 562 

• The extension for Counselling and Psychotherapy programmes was requested due to ongoing 563 
consultations with CORU and the sector regarding the setting of professional standards 564 
which may have an impact on the requirements for the programmes. 565 

 566 

• DBS has begun the review and revalidation process for the MSc in Business Analytics suite, 567 
and MSc in Information and Library Management suites however due to various workload 568 
commitments with the production of the Institutional Self-Evaluation Report (ISER) for DBS’s 569 
upcoming institutional review, they were unable to assure themselves of the quality of the 570 
documentation for this evaluation in time for the review and were requesting an extension to 571 
allow the sufficient time for the revalidation process. 572 

 573 

• The extension for all other programmes listed above were requested on the basis of the 574 
capacity of the institution due to volumes of programmes due for review in the 2023/24 575 
academic year and the Institutional Review process, and to ensure that full due diligence can 576 
be carried out. 577 
 578 

The Committee APPROVED the request to extend the last intake date of the programmes to August 579 
2025. 580 
 581 
 582 
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6.2 Applications for Revalidation 583 
 584 
6.2.1 National College of Ireland    585 

 586 
The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.  The Committee APPROVED the revalidation of 587 
the following programme for five years, subject to any special conditions of validation, and all the 588 
conditions from the current validation policy listed in the proposed Certificate of Validation: 589 

 590 
6.2.1.1  PG25774, Higher Certificate in International Financial Services, Level 6, Major Award, 120 591 

Credits 592 
 593 

 594 
6.2.2 SOLAS    595 

 596 
The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.  The Committee APPROVED the revalidation of 597 
the following programmes for five years, subject to any special conditions of validation, and all the 598 
conditions from the current validation policy listed in the proposed Certificate of Validation: 599 

 600 
6.2.1.1  PG25802, Advanced Certificate in Craft - Farriery, Level 6, Major Award, 240 FET Credits 601 

PG25803, Advanced Certificate in Craft - Electronic Security Systems, Level 6, Major  602 
Award, 240 FET Credits (PAEC/A71/6.2.2.1) [For Approval] Apprenticeship 603 

 604 
The Committee noted the following update: 605 
 606 
In a recent meeting between QQI and the National Apprenticeship Office (NAO), it was agreed that a process to 607 
update Craft programme standards and assessments was a priority for the migration strategy.  NAO agreed to 608 
provide direction and oversight to the process through a senior member of staff. 609 

  610 
Meetings between QQI and Solas (December 2022 and Spring 2024) agreed on a process to rapidly address this 611 
issue.   612 
 613 
Solas was directed to refresh, for each of 20 Crafts: 614 

• Occupational Profile 615 

• Programme learning outcomes (MIPLOs).  Solas also to provide evidence of industry endorsement 616 
for MIPLOs. 617 

• Assessment materials.  Solas also to provide evidence of endorsement from experienced instructors 618 
/ assessors for revised assessments. 619 
 620 

QQI agreed to accept the applications for revalidation based on receipt of this material and to issue 621 
updated certificates of validation with new programme and award codes. 622 
 623 
Process Implementation 624 
 625 
Solas has prepared: 626 

• a schedule (Appendix 1 attached) of 20 programmes which will go through this refresh process in 627 
2024.   628 

• a map (Appendix 2 attached) of the process to update the programme outcomes and assessment 629 
materials and to get stakeholder endorsement of same. 630 
 631 

As per the schedule, a number of programmes will be submitted for revalidation at each PAEC meeting. 632 
 633 

 634 
6.3 Request for Modification of Validated Programmes 635 
  636 
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6.3.1   Griffith College  637 
 638 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated. 639 

 640 
Given the current application rates, and anticipated increased demand for the programme, this request 641 
sought to increase the maximum intake number on the full-time programme from 60 to 90 per intake, 642 
starting with the September 2024 intake. To accommodate this increased intake, it was also requested 643 
to increase the lecturer ratio from 1:70 to 1:90 in each instance of delivery of the composite modules. 644 
This increased lecturer ratio is in line with the current staff: learner ratio applied within Griffith, and the 645 
college has demonstrated its ability to successfully deliver programmes of large class sizes, and to 646 
support the learners appropriately. The modification request is related to increasing the intake for the 647 
full-time delivery of the Master of Science programme and subsequential increasing staff: learner ratio. 648 
This does not affect the embedded programmes in this suite, or the part-time delivery mode.  649 
 650 
6.3.1.1 PG24273, Master of Science in Digital Transformation (Life Science), Level 9, Major Award, 90  651 

Credits 652 
 653 
The Committee APPROVED the modifications to the programme as requested by Griffith College. 654 

 655 
 656 

6.3.2   Dublin Business School  657 
 658 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated. 659 
 660 
  The modification request related to increasing the maximum number of learners per intake for the 661 

full-time mode of these programmes: 662 
 663 
6.3.2.1 PG24237, Master of Business Administration, Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits 664 

PG24326, Master of Science in Cybersecurity, Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits 665 
PG24328, Master of Science in Financial Analytics, Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits 666 
PG24665, Master of Science in Data Analytics, Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits 667 
PG24664, MSc in Digital Marketing & Analytics, Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits 668 
PG25001, Master of Science in Supply Chain Management, Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits 669 

 670 
The Committee APPROVED the modifications to the programmes as requested by DBS. 671 
 672 

 673 
7. FOLLOW-UP ON PAEC RECOMMENDATIONS AND CONDITIONS IN PANEL REPORTS 674 
 675 

7.1 Update on the follow-up of conditions of validation  676 
 677 

As part of its internal quality assurance procedures, the executive is required to follow up on any Conditions 678 
of Validation imposed by the Programmes and Awards Executive Committee. 679 

 680 
7.1.1 Dublin Business School (DBS) 681 

 682 
The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.   683 
 684 
At the April 2023 PAEC meeting, QQI validated, with one condition, the following transnational programmes 685 
from DBS and collaborative partners University of New York in Prague: 686 

 687 
 PG24864, Master of Science in Business Analytics, Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits  688 

PG24866, Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Business Analytics, Level 9, Major Award, 60 Credits (Exit 689 
Award) 690 
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 691 
 PG24867, Master of Science in Digital Marketing and Analytics, Level 9, Major Award, 90 Credits 692 

PG24868, Postgraduate Diploma in Science in Digital Marketing and Analytics, Level 9, Major Award, 60 693 
Credits (Exit Award) 694 

  695 
On 19 January 2024, DBS submitted a response to address this outstanding condition – evidence of 696 
authorisation from the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports, of Czech Republic. 697 
 698 
The Committee NOTED that the executive now considers the condition to be met and that no further follow-699 
up is required. 700 

 701 
 702 

7.2 Update on the follow-up of conditions of QA Approval 703 

 704 
As part of its internal quality assurance procedures, the QA Approval unit is required to follow up on any 705 

“Conditions of QA Approval” imposed by the Programme and Awards Executive Committee (PAEC).  706 
 707 
7.2.1 Brothers of Charity Services Ireland 708 
 709 
The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.   710 

 711 
At its meeting on 7 February 2024, the PAEC approved the QA procedures of Brothers of Charity Services 712 
Ireland with five Conditions of QA Approval.  713 
 714 
On 27 February 2024, Brothers of Charity Services Ireland confirmed that it had addressed the five conditions. 715 
It outlined what actions have been taken by the provider in respect of these conditions.  716 

 717 
The Committed NOTED that the executive is satisfied that the five conditions of QA Approval have been 718 
appropriately addressed by the provider and that no further follow-up is required. 719 
 720 
 721 
7.2.2  Irish National Organisation of the Unemployed 722 
 723 
The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.   724 
 725 
At its meeting on 7 February 2024, the PAEC approved the QA procedures of Irish National Organisation of the 726 
Unemployed with five Conditions of QA Approval 727 

 728 
On 28 February 2024, Irish National Organisation of the Unemployed confirmed that it had addressed the five 729 
conditions and outlined what actions have been taken by the provider in respect of these conditions.  730 

 731 
The Committed NOTED that the executive is satisfied that the five conditions of QA Approval have been 732 
appropriately addressed and that no further follow-up is required. 733 

 734 
 735 
7.2.3  Longford Women’s Link 736 
 737 
The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.   738 

 739 
At its meeting on 22 September 2022, the PAEC approved the QA procedures of Longford Women’s Link CLG 740 
with six Conditions of QA Approval. 741 
 742 
At its meeting on 1 December 2022, the PAEC noted that the executive considered the conditions 1,3,4,5 and 743 
6 to be met.  744 
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 745 
On 16 February 2024, Longford Women’s Link CLG confirmed that it had addressed condition number 2 and 746 
outlined what actions have been taken by the provider in respect of this condition. 747 
 748 
The Committed NOTED that the executive is satisfied that the condition of QA Approval has been 749 
appropriately addressed and that no further follow-up is required. 750 
 751 
 752 
7.2.4  Qualtec 753 
 754 
The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.   755 
 756 
At its meeting on 9 February 2023, the PAEC approved the QA procedures of Qualtec with four Conditions of 757 
QA Approval.  At its meeting on 9 February 2023, the PAEC noted that the Executive considered three of the 758 
conditions of QA approval to be met. 759 
 760 
On 13 March 2024, Qualtec confirmed that it had addressed the one outstanding condition and outlined what 761 
actions have been taken by the provider in respect of this condition.  762 

 763 
The Committee noted that the executive is satisfied that the condition has been appropriately addressed by 764 
Qualtec and that no further follow-up is required. 765 
 766 
 767 

 7.2.5 Ability West t/a St Joseph’s Training Services  768 
 769 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.   770 
 771 
At its meeting on 7 February 2024, the PAEC approved the QA procedures of St Joseph’s Training Services 772 
with one Condition of QA Approval. 773 
   774 
St. Joseph’s Training Services confirmed that it had addressed the condition and outlined what actions have 775 
been taken by the provider in respect of the condition. 776 
 777 
The Committee NOTED that the executive is satisfied that the condition has been appropriately addressed by 778 
St Joseph’s Training Services  and that no further follow-up is required. 779 

 780 
 781 
 7.2.6 Youth Theatre Ireland 782 
 783 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.   784 
 785 

At its meeting on 7 February 2024, the PAEC approved the QA procedures of Youth Theatre Ireland with one 786 
Condition of QA Approval. 787 
   788 
On 23 February 2024, Youth Theatre Ireland confirmed that it had addressed the condition and outlined what 789 
actions have been taken by the provider in respect of the condition. 790 
 791 
The Committee NOTED that the executive is satisfied that the condition has been appropriately addressed by 792 
the provider and that no further follow-up is required. 793 

  794 
 795 
 7.2.7 Dublin 8 Community Education Centre  796 
 797 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.   798 
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 799 
At its meeting on 7 February 2024, the PAEC approved the QA procedures of Dublin 8 Community Education 800 
Centre with five Conditions of QA Approval.  801 
 802 
On 27 February 2024, Dublin 8 Community Education Centre confirmed that it had addressed the five 803 
conditions. It outlined what actions have been taken by the provider in respect of these conditions.  804 

 805 
The Committee NOTED that the executive is satisfied that the five conditions of QA Approval have been 806 
appropriately addressed by the provider and that no further follow-up is required. 807 
 808 
  809 

8. QA FOR COLLABORATIVE AND TRANSNATIONAL PROVISION 810 
No Business 811 

 812 
 813 
9. APPROVAL OF QUALITY ASSURANCE PROCEDURES FOR LEGACY PROVIDERS (RE-ENGAGEMENT) 814 

 815 
9.1 Qualtec 816 

 817 
 The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated. 818 

 819 
 The Committee APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS the blended learning quality assurance procedures of 820 

Qualtec. 821 
. 822 
 823 

9.2 B and B Nursing 824 
   825 
 The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated. 826 

 827 
The Committee APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS the quality assurance procedures of B and B Nursing. 828 

 829 
 830 
9.3   Voluntary Secondary, Community and Comprehensive Schools 831 
  832 
 The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated. 833 

 834 
The Committee APPROVED the quality assurance procedures of the following: 835 
    836 

• Cabinteely Community School  837 

• Coláiste Mhuire Ballygar 838 

• Glenamaddy Community School 839 

• Jesus and Mary Secondary School 840 

• The Donahies Community School 841 

The Committee APPROVED the application to extend its current scope of provision to include NFQ level 4 for 842 
Glenamaddy Community School and to approve the application to extend its current scope of provision to 843 
include NFQ level 3 for The Donahies Community School. 844 

 845 
 846 

 9.4   HSE North West Training and Support Services 847 
 848 
 The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated. 849 

 850 
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The Committee APPROVED quality assurance procedures of HSE North West Training and Support Services. 851 
 852 
 853 

  9.5     Gorey Community School 854 
 855 

 The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated. 856 
 857 

The Committee APPROVED WITH CONDITIONS the quality assurance procedures of Gorey Community 858 
School. 859 
 860 
 861 

10. ROUTINE STANDARDS ACTIVITIES UPDATE 862 
No Business 863 
 864 
 865 

11. CHANGE OF STATUS OF LEGACY HET AND FET PROVIDERS  866 
No Business 867 

 868 
 869 
12. REPORT FROM THE PROGRAMMES AND AWARDS OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE (PAOC) 870 

No Business 871 
 872 

 873 
13. WITHDRAWAL OF PROVIDER QA APPROVAL   874 

13.1 Withdrawal of Provider QA Approval 875 
 876 

The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated.    877 
  878 
Killucan Area Services CLG requested to have QA Approval and Programme Validation withdrawn post the 879 
reengagement process. 880 
 881 
The panel recommended QA approval through the reengagement process following the submission of revised 882 
documentation post mandatory changes. However, the provider did not submit a formal response, or a factual 883 
accuracy check.  On 20 November 2023, the provider informed QQI that they would be discontinuing their 884 
adult education programme because of their inability to resource and meet the new standards for Early 885 
Learning and Care. On 31 January 2024, the provider confirmed by letter that the Board of Killucan Area 886 
Services CLG had decided not to continue with the QQI Reengagement process and that it would not be 887 
continuing with the QQI accredited adult education programmes at its centre.  888 
 889 
The committee APPROVED the withdrawal of approval of Killucan Area Services CLG’ quality assurance 890 
procedures and approved the withdrawal of validation of its programmes. 891 

 892 
 893 

14. QA APPROVAL: PROCESS TO EXTEND APPROVED SCOPE OF PROVISION TO INCLUDE BLENDED AND / OR ONLINE 894 

PROGRAMMES  895 

 896 

14.1 QA approval: Process to extend approved scope of provision to include blended and / or online 897 

programmes  898 

 899 
 The Committee NOTED the documentation circulated. 900 
 901 

In October 2023, QQI published new statutory QA Guidelines for Providers of Blended and Fully 902 
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Online Programmes. Providers who wish to have their approved scope of provision extended to 903 
include into these modalities need to have their QA procedures approved by QQI. On 7 February 2024, a 904 
proposed process to evaluate providers’ applications for such an extension of scope was approved by PAEC. 905 
The process outlined in the documentation  requires that QQI would stipulate the extension possible for a 906 
provider i.e. how far the provider could go along the continuum from fully onsite to fully online transnational, 907 
and that this would be proposed by the executive for approval by PAEC. 908 
 909 
This paper presented for PAEC approval a schedule of all the providers seeking extension of scope 910 
and an outline of the evaluation method to be used in each case. 911 
 912 
The Committee considered and APPROVED the proposed schedule for providers seeking to extend their 913 
approved scope of provision into blended and / or fully online modalities. 914 

 915 
 916 


